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April 1
5 p.m.  Session 1

 Opening Remarks: John T. McGreevy, I.A. O’Shaughnessy Dean  
 of the College of Arts and Letters

 Chair: Brian Ó Conchubhair

 Innovative Trends in Language Education:  
 New Directions for LCTLs
 Nelleke Van Deusen-Scholl, Yale University 

6:15–7:15 p.m.  Reception, Morris Inn

April 2
8 a.m. Coffee/Tea

9 a.m. Session 2

 Chair: Stew Markel

 The Secret of Getting Things Done is to  
 [Inter] Act: Communicative Design for 
 Less Commonly Taught Language Classes
 Lance Askildson, Kennesaw State University 

10 a.m. Coffee/Tea Break

10:30 a.m. Session 3

 Chair: Justin Watson

 Oral Competency in ‘New Spaces’:  
 Risk-taking and Interpersonal Performance
 Lori Crawford-Dixon, Holy Cross College 

 Chair: Matt Getze

 Perfecting Peer-Tutoring Planning at Notre Dame
 Yongping Zhu, University of Notre Dame

 Chair: David Gasperetti

 The Technological Imperative For Less  
 Commonly Taught Languages: Addressing 
 Teacher Challenges
 Virginie Askildson, Kennesaw State University 

Noon to 1:30 p.m. Lunch

1:30 p.m. Session 4

 Chair: Denise Ayo

 Caring Means Sharing: The Shared Course  
 Initiative and Language Instruction
 Stéphane Charitos, Columbia University 

2:30 p.m. Q&A
 New Directions for Language Acquisition at Notre Dame 

 Chair: Matt Getze
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Speaker Biographies
Lance R. Askildson is the chief international officer and executive director of the Institute for 
Global Initiatives as well as associate professor of English Language and Linguistics at Kennesaw 
State University. He is also the former director of Notre Dame’s CSLC. He publishes and researches 
in the fields of program assessment, language learning technology, and language acquisition in 
study abroad immersion.

Virginie Askildson, a native of France, is an assistant professor of French at Kennesaw State 
University. She specializes in foreign language pedagogy and language instruction. Her current 
research includes French linguistics, language teaching materials design, and computer-assisted 
language learning (CALL). In addition to her current role at KSU, she has taught and supervised 
French language programs as well as a number of teacher training courses at the University of 
Notre Dame and the University of Arizona.

Stéphane Charitos completed a Ph.D. in French and Spanish from the University of  
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. In 1996, he was hired by Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton 
to design and administer the university’s new Foreign Language Media Center. Subsequently, he 
was recruited by Columbia University to conceive, build, and direct the Language Resource Center. 
He has given papers and published in areas as diverse as 16th- and 20th-century French and 
Francophone literature, cultural and film studies, modern Greek studies, and critical theory as well 
as on issues related to technology, globalization, and language instruction.

Lori Crawford-Dixon earned concurrent masters degrees at Pennsylvania State University 
in French and public administration. Upon graduating from the ACE Service Through Teaching 
program in 2005, she served as clinical faculty in foreign language content before becoming the 
current content professor. Lori’s teaching experience spans high school through graduate-level 
language instruction, and she holds a dual position as assistant professor of French and Spanish 
and director of assessment at Holy Cross College.

Nelleke Van Deusen-Scholl is associate dean of Yale College and director of the Center 
for Language Study at Yale University. Her research interests focus on applied linguistics, 
sociolinguistics, heritage language learning, and technology-enhanced foreign language teaching 
and learning. Her most recent publications include “Research on Heritage Language Issues” (in 
Handbook of Heritage, Community, and Native American Languages in the United States: Research, 
Educational Practice, and Policy; Routledge, 2014) and “Online Discourse Strategies: A Longitudinal 
Study of Computer-Mediated Foreign Language Learning” (in Mediating Discourse Online, edited 
by Sally Sieloff Magnan; John Benjamins, 2008).

Yongping Zhu specializes in historical Chinese syntax and pedagogy. His research interests are mainly 
the development of Chinese function words and second language acquisition. He has published a book 
about the development of Chinese prepositions (2010) and several articles in both fields of historical and 
pedagogical Chinese. His current works focus on the motivation of the development of Chinese function 
words and the acquisition of Chinese verb complements for students who study Chinese as a second 
language.

About The CSLC
The Center for the Study of Languages and Cultures (CSLC) is an interdisciplinary initiative 
dedicated to the advancement of language learning and cultural understanding at the University 
of Notre Dame.

It also administers its own language-intensive study abroad programs, conducts the English for 
Academic Purposes Program, pursues applied research in areas such as language assessment and 
computer-assisted language learning, hosts major academic conferences, executes grants, and 
provides strategic leadership and planning to a variety of academic departments, colleges and 
administrative units across the University.

The CSLC serves as an important coordinating mechanism for Notre Dame’s five foreign language 
departments and 14 foreign language programs. Additionally, the CSLC provides strategic planning 
to foreign language faculty and departments and the Office of the Dean for the College of Arts 
and Letters on matters related to foreign/second language policy, principles, and best practices of 
second language acquisition; language program assessment; and English as a second language for 
academic purposes.

It offers a broad array of programs, technologies and assessment systems to advance language 
acquisition and cultural learning on campus.

Selected initiatives, grants, and programs include:

– Peer Tutoring

– English for Academic 
 Purposes

– Summer Language  
 Abroad Grants

– Foreign Language Reading   
 Groups and Language Tables

– Conversation Exchange   
 Partners

– Community Voices 

– Language Technology  
 Workshops for Faculty  
 and Staff

– TALC (Talking About 
 Language and Culture) 

– Faculty Discussion Groups

– TESOL Certificate Program



Sponsors

Institute for Scholarship in the Liberal Arts 

Center for the Study of Languages and Cultures

Contact

Center for the Study of Languages and Cultures (CSLC) 

329 DeBartolo Hall 

University of Notre Dame, USA 
574.631.5881

For more information, please visit our website: cslc.nd.edu


